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YOUR part in
THEIR story



Education has always been the
life work of Janet Newberry, and
children have forever captured
her heart. As a teacher and
supportive administrator in the
public education system for
twenty years, Janet witnessed
many students succeed. Janet,
and her fellow educators, asked
a series of questions
comparable to many schools in
the nation today: What standards are

important for 
children to master?

How
 do 

we

spar
k th

eir

inter
est?

How do we 

keep c
hildren

engage
d?

What support can we
offer students

struggling
academically?

Janet
Newberry

These schools were "EXEMPLARY" in the
ratings of school systems nationwide



Critical
Data 
Overlooked

Overlooking critical data assisted 
 these "exemplary" outputs to
contribute to the decline in mental
health and well-being of children.

consider these
 overlooked statistics



the second major 

leading cause of dea
th

 among children ages
 10-14 

is SUICIDE

2009 to 2019 saw
a 44% increase
in youth reported
to have created
suicide plans.
This equates to
approximately
1 in 6 children.

ANXIETY DEPRESSION

2016 reports showed
roughly 11% of adolescents
ages 12-17 and 7% of
children ages 6-11 suffered
from an anxiety disorder.
These statistics nearly
doubled after the first year
of COVD-19.

Since 2021 - cases of 
major depression among 
teens ages 16-17 have 
risen 69%; 71% of people 
aged 17-25 report anxiety 
and hopelessness; 1 out of 
5 girls ages 12-17 have 
experienced major 
depression in the last year.

No. We
aren't done

yet ...



50% of life cases 

of mental illness 

begin at the
 age of 14

By the time a student
reaches the age of 18, 1
out of 3 will meet
criteria for a Mental
Health Disorder.

PSYCHOSIS THERAPY

Between the ages of 15-25,
100,000 adolescents and
teens will experience their
first psychotic episode
(including bipolar and
schizophrenia)

By 2021, more than ¼ of the
parents in the United
States reported their child
having seen a mental
health specialist.

MENTAL HEALTH

But the schools Janet worked with
still boasted that, according to

education standards,
 they were “exemplary”.



In 2005, Janet took a leap of faith and transferred to a
private school in Fredericksburg, Texas where she spent
the next six years serving as Principal. She came face to
face with  a different way of life because it offered children
a different childhood experience.

LEAP OF FAITH

SUccess was 

NOT

 the primary goal



Transforming
Education

Children learned to
relate to the world
around them in a
healthy way–
suitable for
academic
achievement and
mental and
emotional 
well-being.

Students did hands
-on,

meaningful work, not

worksheets.

Relationships were the 

primary goal
not achievments



In this educational model,
educators asked themselves
a transformative set of 
questions:

What affections 
will

serve them well in a

full and free lif
e?

 

What will inspire

them?

 

What do

children need?

What habits will help

them grow up healthy,

mature, and stab
le?



Academic success was not
the primary goal.
Relationships were.
Performance was not routinely
measured by aptitude and
unachievable standards, it
was achieved through
trusting, strong relationships. 

We prioritize meeting
children’s real needs ahead
of artificial standards.

We restructure the role of the
educator from the calculator
who determines pass or fail,
and instead, the educator fills
the role of shepherd who
walks alongside the child,
learning and encouraging
them through the process of
growing.

We relate to children through
the lens of love and grace
instead of manipulating with
fear of failure and control to
achieve success.

We learn to be fluent in
healthy affirmation, attention,
acceptance, direction, and
correction.

We teach accountability and
healthy authority, instead of
scores and standards as the
measuring tool of success.

We teach that 

“I trust you” is more

important than 

“I must earn approva
l.”



"Changing the 
way

we offer childhood

changes the 
way

our children grow
 up."

- Janet Newberry 

Consider the
results we saw
when adopting
this
transformational
approach to
education

CALM MATURITY

Significant decrease in
child anxiety levels.

Heightened maturity in the
students.

No. We
aren't done

yet ...

Significant increase in
child curiosity and desire
to learn and explore.

CURIOSITY

Increased knowledge
base and information
retention in the students.

KNOWLEDGE



"Fear will convince kids

to do their 
duty. 

Love will convince kids

of who they are
." 

- Janet Newberry 

APPLICATION PEACE

Practical life application
with the knowledge and
education they received.

Decreased anxiety and
stress in the teachers and
educators.

Personal student
investment in their own
learning as contrasted
by forced requirements.

LEARNING

So why John 15 Academy?



Redeeming childhood 
will also

 revolutionize families.

The goal of John 15 Academy
is to tell a different narrative
about childhood that will
revolutionize education now
and for generations to come. 

Healthy families

raise 

healthy children. 



So what does 
John 15 Academy

do to  help redeem
childhood?

We offer courses that h
elp

teach parents and
 educators

to become fluent in all the

ways love meets real nee
ds.

We prioritize 
meeting

children’s rea
l needs

ahead of helping children

meet artificial standard
s.

John 15 Academy provides

these tools in t
he form of 

a resource library,

consultations, on
e-on-one

assistance, and more!

We guide pare
nts in resha

ping

the culture at ho
me to foster

an atmosphere of 

trust and gr
ace versus

achievement and app
roval. 



We help adults offer young
people a transformational
childhood by providing
them with the resources
they need to create a
paradigm shift in their
family, their thinking, and
their children's learning. 

Face to Face
Mentorship for

Parents & Students
Priv

ate 
John

 15

Acad
emy

Online
 Community

In-Person 

Parent R
etreatsVirtual & In-Person

Consulting Services 

Today
at John 15
Academy

Online 24/7

Resource Library
Training C

ourses 

teaching a ne
w

approac
h to lear

ning



We see ourselves leading
a movement to redeem
childhood, and we want as
many families as possible
to begin this redemption
at home. We also want as
many educators as
possible to build this world
at school. 

Be fully and
continually funded.

Enga
ge a

 Joh
n 15

Acad
emy mento

r in 

all 5
0 st

ates Acquire a
 staff

 that

can create a
nd

suppor
t new

resour
ces

Full-Time Podcast

Partner with
ministries who can

support and mentor
us at John 15

Academy

Host at 
least 2 

John 15 Academy 

Retreats 
for Parents

& Educators

Tomorrow
at John 15
Academy



Become a supporter:

What can YOU do to redeem
childhood?

Prayerfully
and 

Financially

Become a mentor:

Join the 

John 15 Academy

Team

https://www.john15academy.com/donate
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